
California’s Three-pronged Approach to Forest Practice Regulation

to Protect

Public Trust Resources and Ensure Sustainable Forestry

Forest Practice Rules
(currently more than 1,000 planning, operational and monitoring rules)

-public involvement

-agency promulgation

-Board of Forestry oversight
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Implementation
-site-specific mitigation (PHIs)

-implementation by licensed logging professionals (LTOs)

-CDF inspection for plan compliance

-significant administrative, civil and criminal penalties

for non-compliance

-post-harvest monitoring and tree planting
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Environmental Analysis and Planning
-site specific discretionary environmental permits (THPs)

-landscape plans (SYPs, PTEIRs, NTMPs, HCPs)

-developed by licensed forestry professionals (RPFs)

-interdisciplinary review by agencies

-public input
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Environmental Analysis 
Year One and Two 
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Plan Contents and Documentation 

Year Three 

 

 

THP HARVEST 

PROPOSAL 

THP Document 
Prepared by licensed forester (RPF) 

with input from appropriate 
environmental experts 

Section I 

General Information 

Section II 

Plan of Timber 

Operations 

Section III 

Other Information 

Section IV 

Reference 
Information 

Section V 

Confidential Information 

Landowner 

Timber Owner 

Location and Acreage 

Registered Professional Forester 

Silviculture Prescriptions 

Instructions to the Logger 

Stream Protection Measures 

Road Construction Plan 

Erosion Control Plan 

General Plan Area Description 

Cumulative Impacts Assessment 

Special Situations and Exceptions 

Explanation and Justification 

Alternatives to the Plan 

Stream Crossing Documentation 

 

Erosion Hazard Rating 

Appurtenant Roads 

Public Noticing Information 

Archaeological Addendum 

Sustained Yield Plan 

Sensitive Wildlife Species 

Trade Secrets 

COMPLETED TIMBER HARVEST 

PLAN 

(60 to 200 pages) 

Submitted to CDF for approval 

Completion and approval of 
Fish and Game 1603 stream 

alteration agreement 



 

THP Review Process 
Year Three  

 

 PLAN 
SUBMITTED 

TO CDF 
Day 1 

PLAN CHECKED 
AND FILED 

Up to 10 Days 

1
ST

 MULTI- 

DISCIPLINARY 

REVIEW 

 

PREHARVEST 

INSPECTION 

WITH 

MULTI-AGENCY 

TEAM 

Up to 15 days 

2
ND

 MULTI- 

DISCIPLINARY 

REVIEW 

Up to 45 days 

PLAN APPROVED 

OR DENIED   

Total Time 41 to 71 

days 

APPROVE 

In 30 days 

OR PHI 

1. Check Contents 

2. Develop Additional 

Mitigations if needed 

Begin Public 

Comment Period 

Posted Notice 

Newspaper Publication 

Letters to Adjacent 

Landowners 

1. Review PHI Results 

2. Review  Public  

Comments 

3. Final Plan Changes 

THP OPERATION 



 
Operation and Post Harvest Process 

Year Three to Year Eleven 

 

 

COMPLETED THP 

IS THE THP 
FULLY 

STOCKED 
WITH 

TREES? 

NO 
FILE COMPLETION REPORT 

AND BEGIN 5-YEAR 

STOCKING TIMELINE 

PLANT TREES 

BEGIN 1 TO 3 YEAR ROAD 

MAINTENANCE 

AND EROSION CONTROL 

 INSPECTION PERIOD 

YEAR TWO 
REPORT ON RESTOCKING 

EFFORTS AND STATUS OF 

STOCKING 

YEAR FIVE 
PLAN AREA MUST MEET 

MINIMUM STOCKING 

STANDARDS OF 300 TREES 

PER ACRE 

HARVEST PLAN 
COMPLETE 

THP OPERATIONS AND 
ENFORCEMENT 

(not to exceed five years) 

1. Operations by licensed logger 

2. Oversight and enforcement by CDF 

RPF 

3. Substantial administrative, civil and 

criminal penalties for failure to 

comply with rules 

YES 
FILE COMPLETION REPORT 

AND STOCKING REPORT 



 

 

 


