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Utility OKs Klamath dam .
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Agreement is milestone in efferts to restore one of the biggest salmon runs
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MEDEORD, e = The ntility that ewng four hydroclectrie datus on
the Klamath River has agreed to terms for thoir remaoval, a ke
milestone in efforts to restore what was oee the thivd-biggest salmeon
run on the West Coast and end decades of battles over scaree water.

PacifiCorp, the states of California and Gregon, Ameriean Tndian tribes,
federal ageneies, irrigators and conservation groups annovneed the
draft agreement Wednesday. Tt s expected to he signed by the end of
the year.

Removal of the damns is nat scheduled to stact until 2020 and depends

on funding for the remeval, a federal determination that it will actually
help salmon and is i the public interest, and anthorization Mom
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Algae forms Aug. 21, in the reservor Behind en Gate Dam on the Blamats River near Hornbrook,

Congress. three gther dams.

"This agreement mwarks the begiuning of a new chapter for the Klamath
River and for the communilies whese health and way of life depend on it," Interior Secretary Ken Salazarsaid i a statement. "ats off to all the
stakeholders who have worked so hard to lind eomimon ground on ane of the most challenging water issues of our time.”

Removal costs to be shared
PacifiCorp will not bear the sstimated 5450 milliou eost of renioviae the doms, Oregon has approved 180 million n sureharvges on state

ratepayers. Another §250 million depends on Calilornia approving general obligarion honds.

"W ave not iuthe business of twhing oul dams, bul the Klamath Basin erisis 1= 1 anique siteation,” Dean 8. Brockbank, vice presidens aod generil
counsel of PacifiCorp, said in an miterview, "We have been able to arrive at a settlement and a business deal that is in the best interests of our

customers becanse it minimizes costs and guards against the risks of the alternatives.”

‘The turning point came in May 2008, when an aide to former Interior Seeretary Divk Kempthorn swmmoned Broekbunl th a meeting at a U.5. Fish
and Wildlite Serviee training center in Shepherdstown, W.Va. They were locked down for o weelt with representatives of the Bosh administeation
and the governors of Qregon and California, Broekhank said

They "made it very elear trom a public policy point of view that they did pot want these dams relicensed,” Brockbanl said. "Onee that hecane
abundantly elear, we shifled our framework trom relicensing (0 a setUement invelving a possible dam remaoval framework.”

Michael Carrier. policy director for Gov, Ted Knlongoski, said the meeting was a "watershed moment” that gave the governor's office a nesv
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undarstanding of what was at stake for PaciiCorp.

The utility serves 1.6 million customers o Oregon, California, Washington, 1daho, Utah and Wyoming, and is owned by MidAmerican Fnergy
Holdings Co., a unit of Warren Bullett’s Oruaha, Neh -baged Berkshire Halhaway tne.

The four dams — L., Doyie, Copee 1, Copee 2, and Lron Gate — together prodice enough eleetrieity for #0000 costomers,

"When the Klamath dams comne down, it will he the biggest dam removal praject the warld has ever sean.” Steve Rothert, California divector for the

conservation group Anerican Rivers, said iv a statement. "We will be able to walch on a grand scale as & river comes hack io ke,

‘Water wars a problem in Klamath Basin

Charles Bonham, California divector for Trout Unlimited, said the aest key 1o suceessilly vestoring salmon to the npper Elamath Bagin will be o

final agrecment mnong favmers, Ainerican Indian tribes, eonservation groaps and others to ensure sehnon restoralion will wet come al the expense

of fanning.

"We don't think we will be successiul putting salvaon back where Lhey haven't been lor 100 vears unless we have i good, salid relationship with the
landowner and farming communities,” he said. "We want salmon to be met fn Klamath Falls with open arms, nat pitehforks.”

Water wars have long simeiered in the Klamuath Basin, where the fivst of the dams and a [ederal rrigativz praject bualt in the early 2oth centiry
turned the natural water distribution upside down, draining marshes and lakes and tapping rivers for electeicity to putwater on dey farmland that

grows potatoes, horeeradish, grain, alfalfa and eattle,
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A drought in 2001 foreed irvigation water e be shut off to sustain threatenad and endangere . When the irrigation was restored Uhe next vear.,

tens of thousands of salman died lrving w spawn i the Klamatl: River, which was 100 low and too warm to sustain then.

Besides blocking salioon, the dams raise water temperatures to levels unhealthy for fish. Calilornin water authoritics hine been taking a lard lool
fic

al the toxic algae produced by the dam's reservolns, and river advorates lave sued PacifiCorp to (x the algae prablon.

Goal is enwironmental restoration

Pressure has been building siiee PacifiCorp applicd {or a new su-yvear federal operaling license in 2004 and made no provision for lish passage,
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which stops at Iron Gate near the Orepon-Califoruia border,

California and Oregon's governors pressed for dam remonal after West Coast commereinl salmon fisheries colluapsed in 2006 hecause of deelines in

Klamath River returng, triggering a disaster declaration.

Final approval of the dam removal agreement is key to authorization of a separate agreement to spend $1 billion over the next decade on

enviromuental restoration in the Klanath Basgin,

Some eonservation groups were uat happy that the deal wonld allpw farming to continue on the Lower Klamath and Tule Lake nutional wildlife
refuges, preventing restoration of wetlands that would contribute to better wator quality, and guaranteed irrigation levels tor farmers iu the upper
basin,

"We really can't afford Lo allos dam removal e linked to making other envivemnental problemns in the basin worse,” sajd Steve Pedery,

eonservation director of Oregan Wild in Portland.
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